QUESTIONS (1): IS IT…? HAVE YOU…? DO THEY…?, ETC.

.

positive

you

are

You are eating.

negative

are

you

Are you eating?

What are you eating?

a. In questions, the first verb (is / are / have, etc.) is before the subject.
POSITIVE
subject + verb
I
am late.
That seat is free.
She
was worried.
David
has left.
They
will be here.
Tim
can juggle.

Why
Where
When

QUESTION
verb + subject
Am
I late?
Is
that seat free?
was she worried?
has
David gone?
will
they be here?
Can
Tim juggle?

Be careful with word order. The subject is after the first verb.
Examples:
Where has David gone? (not “Where has gone David?”
Why are those people waiting? (not “Why those people are waiting?”)

b. Simple present questions: do (I / we / you / they)
does (he / she / it)
Simple past questions:

POSITIVE
You have a car. 
They live in Vancouver. 
Jim
plays the violin. 
Tina gets up early. 
They worked hard. 
You had lunch. 
She
got up late. 

did (you / they / she, etc.)

+ base form (work/live/have, etc.)

+ base form

QUESTION
Where
What time
What
What time

Do you have a car?
do
they live?
Does
Jim play the violin?
does she get up?
Did
they work hard?
did you have for dinner?
did she get up?

Do can also be the main verb (do you do / did she do, etc.):
Examples:
What do you usually do on weekends?
Part A: What does your brother do?
Part B: He works with autistic kids.
Part A: I broke my arm.
Part B: How did you do that?

(not: How did you that? / How you did that?)

c. Negative questions with Why…?

(Why isn’t…? / Why don’t…?, etc.)

Be careful with word order in these questions:
Examples:
Where’s John? Why isn’t he here? (not “Why he isn’t here?”)
Why can’t they come to the meeting tomorrow? (not “Why they can’t…?”)
Why didn’t you call me last night?

