at
a. In

on in  position 1
Review these examples:

x
in a room / in a building
in a garden / in a park
in a town / in a country
in a city

in a row
in a line

in the water
in the ocean
in a river
in a pool
in a lake

Examples:
There’s nobody in the room / in the building / in the market.
The kids are playing in the garden / in the park.
When we were in Scotland, we spent a few days in Edinburgh. (not at Edinburgh)
Sarah lives in a small village in the mountains.
Anita keeps her money in her bag / in her purse.
What do you have in your hand / in your mouth / in your hair?
Look at the boy swimming in the water / in the ocean / in the river!
When I go to the movies, I prefer to sit in the last row.
Have you read this article in the magazine?
I hate to wait in a line at the bank.

Note that we say:
(sit) in an armchair (but on a chair)
in a photograph / in a picture / in a mirror / in the sky

Examples:
Who is that woman in that picture? (not on that picture)
It was a beautiful day. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky.
Don’t sit in that armchair. It’s broken.

b. In (the) front of

In (the) back of

Examples:
The truck is in front of the car. (but not in the car!)
The car is in back of ( behind) the truck. (but not in the truck!)
The woman is in the front of the car. (in the car) ***the difference is “the.”
The man is in the back (of the car). (in the car) ***the difference is “the.”
We say in the front / in the back of a car, room, theater, group of people, etc.:
Examples:
I was sitting in the back of the car when we struck another car.
Let’s sit in the front (of the classroom).
Joe was standing in the back of the crowd.
but: on the front / back of a piece of paper, photograph, envelope, etc.
Write your name on the back of this piece of paper.

c. At

Review these examples:

at the bus stop
at the train station
at the door
at the window

at the top (of the page)

at the end of the road
at the end of the street

at the bottom (of the
page)

Examples:
Who is that woman standing at the bus stop / at the door / at the window?
Turn left at the traffic signal.
If you leave the motel, please leave your key at the front desk.
Write your name at the top / at the bottom of the page.
Jed’s house is the white one at the end of the street.

d. On

Review these examples:

on the wall
on the ceiling
on the floor
on the window
(physical)

on his face
on his nose
on his skin
on his ear
on his chin

on a page

Examples:
Don’t sit on the floor / on the ground / on the grass!
There’s a fly on the wall / on the ceiling / on the window / on your nose.
Have you seen the notice on the bulletin board?
The book you are looking for is on the top shelf / on the table / on my desk.
There’s a report on the hockey game on page 7 in the sports section of the newspaper.
Don’t sit on that chair. It’s broken. (but sit in an armchair)

Note that we say:
on the left / on the right (or on the left- / right-hand side)
on the ground floor / on the first floor / on the second floor, etc.

Examples:
In England, people drive on the left. (or…on the left-hand side)
Our class is on the second floor of the building.
We also use on with small islands:
Clyde spent his vacation on a small island off the coast of Vancouver.

We also say that a place is on the coast / on a river / on a road:
Vancouver is on the west coast of Canada.
Philadelphia is on the Delaware River.
London is on the river Thames.
We say that a place is on the way to another place.
We stopped for dinner at a Chinese restaurant on the way to Grandmom’s house.
We also say on a farm / on the farm.
Rocio works on a farm raising roses.

e. In / at / on the corner
We say that “in the corner of a room,” but “at the corner (or on the corner) of a street.”
The TV is in the corner of the room.
Nobody puts Baby in the corner.
Fulbright is located at/on the corner of Diego de Almagro and Colon.

